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A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.
President Taft'e special message to

Congress, transmitting a reciprocity
treaty with Canada, with urgent rec¬
ommendation that it he confirmed; is a

broad and statesmanlike document,
find, if it be accepted by Congress, will
hiring about practical free trade be¬
tween tho United States and Canada.
The case is remarkably well slated by
the President, and any honorable ar¬
rangement which will improve our.
commercial relations with Canada, or
with other countries differently situat¬
ed is to be welcomed as the entering
wedge to larger enterprises, in the
great world of trade and industry. It
is trUi». Mi. Taft says, that "we have
reached :i st.ige in oui own development
that call? for a statesmanlike and broad
view of our future economic, status and
its requirements.'' The breaking down
Of the tariff wall between the United
States and Canada will inevitably oird
in the breaking down of other tariff J
walls, and so promote that happy time I
when taxation will he for'revenue, and

inot for protection. it must be ex¬
plained, however, that although this
will be tho ultimate result of this be¬
ginning, it is in no sense the imme¬
diate or remote object of the Presi¬
dent'.-: intention!-. The principles upon
which the proposed treaty with Canada
?s based are: Free trade in natural
products, including grains, fruits, cer¬
tain grades of coal, dairy products, etc..
etc.: reduced duties on all the. manufac¬
tured products of which the basis is a j
natural product included in the free!
list: reduced duties on agricultural im¬
plements and furniture. The following
summary will show the concessions
made in values:
Total ;:mount of duties, as based on

the commerce of the year 1010. to be
remitted by the United States. $4,860,-000.

Total amount to be remitted by Can¬
ada. J2.r.60.00.l.
Value of articles now dutiable which

the United States proposes to make
free, f39,811,000; equal to 7G.4 per oent.
Value of dutiable articles on whichtho United States proposes to reduce

duties. $7,531,000; ecjual to 14.4 per
cent. )Value of articles imported into the
United States which are affected by tho
reciprocal agreement, $47,333,000; equal
to 0I per cent.
Value of articles remaining dutiable

at full rates. $4.771,000; equal to 0 per
cent.
Value of articles now dutiable which

Canada proposes to make free, $21,958,'-000; equal to 16.5 per cent.
Value of dutiable articles on whichCanada proposes to reduce duties. $2f>,-S70.0.10; equal to 10.5 per cent.
Value of articles imported into Can¬

ada which are affected by the reciprocal
agreement, $47,828,000; equal to 36 per
cent.
Value of articles remaining dutiable,

?S5,l!)R,onr>; equal to 64 per cent.
The arioptiort.,of the treaty will affect

immediately the rates on food products
imported from Canada to the United
States in the following way, and great¬
ly to the relief of the housekeeper:

Present ProposedArticle. Payne Rate. Rate,
poultry, dead... 5 cts. lb Free.
Poultry, alive.... 3 cts. lb Free.
Potatoes .25 cts. hbl. Free.
Sweet potatoes.. 25 cts. bbl. Free.
Cabbages . 2 cts. each. Free.
Onions .40 cts. bu. Free.
Tomatoes .Free.
Fresh apples... .25 cts. bu. Free,Peaches .25 cts. im. I.'reis.
Dried apples. 2 cts. lb Free.
Butter . 6 cts. Ib Free.
F.ggs . 5 cts. doz. Free.
Cod. h a d d ock.

ling and pol¬
lock, fresh,
palled, smoked. ci. lb Free.

Halibut, fresh... 1 ct. It) Free.
Mackerel. fresh

or pickfled. 1 et. tb Free.
Fresh meat. V. ct. lb \'4 ct. lb;Uaeon and ham?. 4 ets Tb 1\\ cts. lbBeef, pork, salted,

d r irr] o r

smoked .25 'r ad val. Free.
Other changes that will he effected

by the treaty will be free entry for
rough lumber from Canada, free print¬
ing paper and pulp, so soon as. the
United States shall remove it?, restric¬
tions on the exportation of wood pulp;
free .-attic, sheep and other live ani¬
mals, free barbed wire fencing, free
mica and gypsum, free tin and terue
plates, and many mutual reductions,
all leading to better trade relations be¬
tween the tivo countries.
What will Congress do about it?

Thai's tho question that nobody can
answer, because nobody knows what
Congrc«b will ever do about anything.
The interests most affected by the
treaty are the nearby interestj on both
sides of the line, and it is to ho r.\-

pected that there will b.- vigorous op¬
position to the treaty by those who
have profited by the duties on Canadian
products fron which they have de¬
rived increasing benefits. There is
Brother Crane, of the Internationa!
Paper Trust, who will not welcome the
admission of free wood pulp to this
country, and it is to be expected that
Brother Cabot l/Odgc will grow elo-
quont. In his opposition to fro<i Canadian
fis-h. in view of the Vankee.« along Cape
Cod, and the. great lumber kings will

naturally object to being disturbed on

their nests. The Canadians are said to
be heartily in favor of the treaty; but
the Americans are a queer lot, and be¬
lieve in tlic doctrine of keeping what
they have, without respect to what they
might got by playing the game of trade
as other people who have not been
brought up on the American tariff
bottle.
We trust that the treaty will be

adopted. It will be the beginning of
the further extension of freer trade
when the- Democrats go to work on

their revision of the tariff. This treaty
would unquestionably result in the con¬
servation of our natural resources, a

thing for which we have all been con-

tending, and help some in reducing the
«"¦st of living, another thing about
which wc have all been swearing. Hav¬
ing put onions and poultry and tish and
beef and pork, salted, dried or smoked,
on the free list when they come from
Canada. Mr. Taft should propose an¬

other treaty with the other countries
of the world, putting the cheaper
woollen blankets used by the poor,
which are taxed under the Fnyne-Ald-
rich tariff 1S2 per cent., and clothing
for the poor, whether made in Canada
or Germany, and other of the necessi¬
ties of lifo also on the free list. All
these things will come in time, and we

hope in a very short time, after the
Democrats settle down to their work;
hut as half a loaf is bettor than no

bread, the Canadian reciprocity treaty
should be adopted as a starter towards
the beginning of the time when tho
people will be taxed only for the sup¬
port of the 'Government, and not for
the benefit of "the interests.*'

Mr. Taft will probably have 'trouble
in yetting this treaty through the high
tariff lines: but ho deserves credit for
trying to establish bettor trade rela¬
tions between Canada and the United
Slates.

THE COLONEL AMI THE JUDGE.
We must say that the Colonel has

made a mighty good argument in his
letter to Governor Simoon E. Baldwin,
of Connecticut, defying the Judge to
go ahead with his libel suit If he cared
to do so after the Colonel's full and ex¬

plicit statement of the case. The Colo¬
nel assures the Judge that he "was
actuated by no feeling of personal ran¬

cor or hostility" in his criticism of the

Judge's decision in the Hoxie ease dur¬
ing tho late campaign, and Insists that
the Judge's decision, which he criti¬
cised, and will continue, to criticise, "is
morally wrong and is contrary
both to public policy and to jus¬
tice" that "it is dangerous to our

democracy to allow any court lo claim
immunity from fair criticism or ob¬
jection when It circumscribes a legiti¬
mate and proper tield of legislation by
Interposing constitutional objections
where they do not exist"; and thai sim¬
ply "because a man has been a judge,
tHis fact alone should not exempt him
from fair criticism, even when he is
no longer a judge, but a candidate for
the highest elective oflice of the State."
Tho Colonel's letter is over long, wo

think, but it is well written, tem¬

perately stated and essentially right.
This much wo say, because when he
made tho speech for which Judge Bald¬
win threatened to sue him for libel we
were influenced somewhat by the news¬

paper reports of what the case was to
score tho Colonel for his assault upon
the Judge. Wo advised Judge Baldwin
not to sue. the Colonel for llbol and
now that the Colonel has assured the
Judge that ho was not inilueneel In his
criticism by personal ill-will, and the
Judge, himself appears to be satislied
with tho case as It stands, there is no

reason why we should encourage liti¬
gation or seek to disturb the situation.

nLEASE'S GREATEST STATE PAPEH.
Governor Rlease of South Carolhia Is

entirely right in his special message to
the General Assembly of that Srtlto in
which he sets forth with groat clear¬
ness iiis views touching tho innriist'.c
arrangement of the main entrance or
the State Capitol building. r-'M' sani¬
tary reasons, as well as for the Sake of
'appearances, it would be well for tho
law-making body to follow the lead of
tho Governor In this case. As tho spirit
of investigation seems to have seized
upon the Governor it might be well
lor him to suggest, further, that in¬
quiry be made as- to why the ob¬
jectionable features of whicli he com¬

plains so justly wore permitted by the
Building Commission when the Capitol
was reconstructed.
There has been nothing more effoc-

liyo in the State papers of South Caro¬
lina than this special message of the
Governor upon tho subject of the mii'.n
entrance of the State House. It is

perfectly clear in its descriptive qtsal-
ity, almost vivid, and it is written with
the force and directness that loave the

I members of the legislature no possible! ground for misunderstanding.

HOLDING ON TO THE POLE.
Dr. Frederick A. Cook, the Original

Discoverer of the North Polo, lectured
to I he Gorman-American Pioneer Club
of Ilariem, New York. Thursday night
un his great achievement. lie said,
among other thing?, that the geo¬
graphical proof that no one man. him¬
self or Commander Peary, stood at the
exact Pole can never bo Utic] beforr
tlio "arm-chair geographers." and that
he had as good, if not a better right,
to claim tho. Pole as Peary, whom he
aci used, in combination with his
friends, of forcing "by an organized
effort a campaign to discredit '

my
achievement,''

Dr. Cook attacked, specifically, the.
aci uiacy/jf Commander Penry's records
and declares that they are in no better
case than his own.

We ha co boon confident nil the time
thai Dr. Cook would not Suffer his
laurtlt to be taken from him without a

desperate struggle to enjoy the dis¬
tinction of Iiis great triumph.

senator lodge will stick.
Senator Cabot Lodge of Massachu¬

setts says tlint the story about his . c-

signing Iiis seat In the Senate to accept
the post of United States Ambassador
to tho Court of St. James is "sheer
nonsense." One of Iiis close friends
argued the case the other night in this
practical way: "Would you or 1 give
up a sure thing for six years of an Un¬
certainty? lie could be Amba3».idov
for two years and thou while he might
have had still four years before him in
Ihe Senate he would be retired to pri¬
vate life. No man would choose to
give up a certainty for what might be
called a half certainty."
Besides in his groat speech at Faneuil

Hall, when he really shed tears of. deep
emotion at the greeting of Ills people.
Senator Lodge declared that his highest
attainable ambition was a seat in the
United Stales Senate. His determina¬
tion to freeze on to his present job is

creditable, not only his patriotic
but to his commercial sense as well.

MAKE THUM PAY.
The Eastern Shore Herald Is Uro.i of

giving free advertisement to politicians
and near-statesmen and delivers itself
of the following excellent preachment:
Now Is the time when the country

newspaper men are receiving -lettet-s
from men they do not know and pos¬
sibly never heard of, stating the "writer
Is a candidate for some State ottioo and
any aid the editor can bestow will be
greatly appreciated. Yes, no doubt it
would. On the other hand any aid
these politicians can bestow upon the
editor to recompense him for sp.tce used
in his paper would be appreciated. If
politicians want to advertise their busi¬
ness they should include a chock for
the amount of advertising they desire
and send along copy properly marked.
If there is any business in a newspaper
man giving away his space any more
than a merchant giving away his goods
we are unable to see where it comes in.
The Herald is precisely right. There

is no use in giving away space and ad¬
vertisement to men whose reliance for
success is as dependent upon the news¬
papers as is the merchants hope for
the sale of his goods. All "apprecia¬
tion" by politicians of newspaper
space in such cases as those above
ought to be expressed In cold cash.

speaker dyild and woman* suf-
ehXoe.

"We are very much surprised," says
the Buena Vista Times, noting the fact
that Speaker Byrd consented to an
interview with the head of the woman

suffrage movement, "that any sane man
or any newspaper with an intelligent
editor should notice such an insignifi¬
cant matter as tho woman suffrage
movement. It has come to a disgusting
state of affairs when women want to
run the country. They belong at home,
and there they should slay, and In the
home they can use. their influence
through the men for tho things they
think are for the betterment of the
country. Tho home is a woman's
realm. Take them out of the homo and
put them in public office, and the coun¬
try would soon be In bad shape."
This is an interesting contribution to

a subject that is now commanding
worldwide attention, but it is not con¬

clusive by any means, or, at least, there
are. some hundreds of thousands of
people in this country of fairly good
intelligence who take, a rather more
Uberal view of woman and her mission
than that expressed by our accom¬
plished contemporary.

In the United States women possess
suffrage upon equal terms with men
at all the elections in Wyoming, Col¬
orado, Utah and Idaho. In Kansas
women possess school suffrage, muni¬
cipal suffrage and bond suffrage. In
twenty-nine States school suffrage for
women obtains.in Arizona, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Iowa,
Illinois. Indiana, Idaho, Kansas, Mich¬
igan, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missis¬
sippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hamp¬
shire, New Jersey, New York, North
Dakota. Oklahoma, Ohio, South Dakota,
Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wyoming
und Wisconsin. Twenty-four years ago
taxpaying women in Montana were
given the right lo vote on questions
submitted to taxpayers. In 1894 open
suffrage was given to women in Iowa.
In 1SÜS the women of Minnesota were

given the right to vote for library trus¬
tees, and in the same year the 'women
taxpayers of Louisiana were given the
right to vote in person or" by proxy on
all questions <->f taxation. Two years
ago a constitutional amendment was
adopted in Michigan providing for tax-
paying suffrage for women taxpayers.
In Croat Britain women can vote for
all otllces except members of Parlia¬
ment, in Australia and New Zealand
women have full suffrage, and also in
the Isle of Man, Iceland and Finland.
In Norway they have full parliamen¬
tary suffrage. In France, women en¬
gaged in commerce have the right to
vote for Judges of the Tribunal of
Commerce. In Ontario, Nova Scotia,
Manitoba. Quebec, British Columbia and
the Northwest Territory women have
municipal suffrage. At Sacramento, tin

>Thursday of the present week, the Cal¬
ifornia State Senate, by a vote of 83
to 5, adopted a constitutional amend¬
ment conferring equal suffrage upon
women.

It would appear, therefore, from these
facts that millions of men.because the
men have made the laws which have
conferred tho right of suffrage of any
teert upon the women.think that wo¬
man suit rage is really not so insignlli-
cant a matter as our esteemed Buena
Vista friend thinks, of course, wo¬
man's realm is the homo. Everybody
agrees to that, and the home would be
a dreary place, indeed.In fact, it would
not be at all.If it were not for tho
women who take care of It, and wheth¬
er we think that women «hould not he
given the right of suffrage or not,
there i« ;^ very general movement, not
only In tills country, but throughout

the world, that thero arc certain rights
touching matters of taxation and edu¬
cation and other things which might
be granted to women without destroy¬
ing tho pcaco and contentment of tho
domestic circle or making woman u
really less desirable member of society
than she Is.

STISALlk'O FROM THE TAXPAYER
Last week the Cannon organization

of the House of Representatives forced
through a pension bill adding fifty mil-'
lion dollars to tho pension expendi¬
tures of this nntion.

It wus an outrage.
The further we get from tho war, the

greater grows tho list of pensioners,
tho greater becomes tho amount of
money spout on pensions.

In 1ST0 thero wore 19'S,GS6 pension¬
ers. In 1S90 tho number was 1337,944;
In 1310 there were 921.0S.".

In 1S70 tho total amount paid for
pensions was $29.;?51,1SS. In 1890 it
was ?1U6.UI»3,SD0. In 1910 It was $159,-
9 < 4,056.
Why:
Graft, graft, and more graft. Con¬

temptible scoundrels who would run "it
the lire of a cap pistol are, under the
cloak of the yours, stealing from tho
Government on fraudulent claims.
Brazen adventuresses who have mar¬
ried senile relics are claiming the pen¬
sions of widows.
Criminal extortion, graft, theft, out¬

rageous falsehood.those huve made
the pension fund swell to the bursting
point.

ix < si.vrv.i ivi:.
j-iate yesterday afternoon, an ox-sur¬

geon of the Army of Northern Virginia
told us of many amusing Incidents of
the contlict that took place nearly half,
a century ago. No professional racon¬
teur could have boon more entertain¬
ing.
The cost of living was not discussed,

but he told of two transactions that
brought that subject to mind. Just
before Loo's surrender, a small band
of Confederate soldiers wished to ferry
the James River. The ferryman hag¬
gled for his compensation at length
and at last he was paid $10,000 in Con¬
federate money for taking a fow sol¬
diers across the James. A few hours
later, the same crowd offered a colored
man ?300 for a chicken, but ho refused
to part with it.
Ten thousand dollars for a ferry

ticket and 5300 for a chicken'. Vet we
talk about hard times. i

THE VOICE OP WISDOM,
Henry Wade Rogers, dean of the law

school of Yale University, delivered an
admirable address last week before the
Hoonomic Club of Providence, Rhode
Island, speaking In defense of States
lights. Albert Bushnoll Hart, profes¬
sor of history in Harvard University,
on the same occasion advocated the
centralization of power in tho Federal
Government, saying that it "has always
dealt with every question more

efficiently. more1 judiciously and more
effectively than State government, and
any extension of tho Federal power
will enhance the interests and condi¬
tions of the country and people gen¬
erally."

In reply to a very general stateroom
of the supposed advantages of central¬
ization of power in the National Gov¬
ernment, Dean Rogers began by re¬
ferring to tho speech made by Colone
Roosevelt at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
in October. 1906, in which the. lauer
advocated an extension of national
power through judicial construction.
"This." said Doan Rogers, was "the
most shocking utterance that ever
Came from any man who had taken the
oath to preserve, protect, and delcnfl
the Constitution."

In the course of his speech, De-m
Rogers said that some of the present
generation are of opinion that they are
wiser than tholr fathers and that we of
this day and time could "make a better
job of if if wo were to try our hand
at drafting a constitution than the 55
men who framed the Constitution ot
tho United States. "But I doubt it."
rightly asserts Mr. Rogers. The coun¬
try has grown since the adoption of
the Constitution to suoh an extent that
the men who founded the republic,
however sanguine, would bo over¬
whelmed with amazement at the
measure of our expansion.
Here Is a striking period from the

speech of Dean Rogers:
"Tho men who framed the Constitu¬

tion of the United States framed it
wisely, not only for their day, lor our
day, but for the days that are to
come. There seems to be a growing
idea that wo need legislation. But 1
think that in this country wo. are suf¬
fering from too much legislation rather
than from a lack of legislation. There
is too much meddling on the part of
tho law-making powers. Business has
boon hampered more by unwise legis¬
lation than it has boon helped by wise
legislation. Tho time was once when
it was said that this country was tne
least governed of any in the. worid,
but it lias now become the most gov¬
erned. Let the people alone. Don't
undertake to do by law what they
should do for themselves."
He went on to cite some facts sus¬

taining Iiis contentions. From 1X99 to
lOfttl tho English Parliament passed Hi
general laws and 246 special laws.*
From 1899 to 1905, one year less, the
State legislatures of the United States
passed 1 .".000 acts, of which lti,ö2t; wore
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general laws and the rest were special
laws. At one session of Congress there
were 4.000 bills passed, of which i.SOü
were general acts and the remainder
special.

"It is said that something should be
done and that the burden should be
put upon Congress," asserts Dean
Rogers. With approximately '.10,000
bills introduced at a session, how many
members are there who know even the
contents of these bills, let alone the
motives and interests behind them?
Congress Is already toting more than it
ought to carry. Despite that fact, wo
are told how "efficient and effective"
Congress is in governing this country.
"Just make a scrutiny of conditions and
answer tor yoursolvos if tho Govern¬
ment of the United States has per¬
formed its duties any more satisfac¬
torily than that of your own State?"
Congress was 16 years in adopting a

pure food law. Yet Massachusetts and
other States had pure food laws that
were as good as that enacted by the
Federal Government. Reflect on the
Star Route, the whiskey ring, and the
i'ost Oillce frauds and then say whether
the Federal Government "can or does
handle such matters any better or
easier than the Individual States
would."
One of the most powerful reasons

given by Dean Rogers is thus stated:
"It has boon said that law Is tho

result of public opinion. If that he so,
will It not take longer to crystallize
public opinion in the 92,000,000 persons
composing the population of tho coun¬
try to-day than It will to mold that of
the various States individually" Ad¬
mitting that there aro 'Interests,' i
would like to ask If it is not easier for
such 'Interests' to control the Senate of
the United States with its 100 members
than It is to endeavor to control tho
Legislatures of the several States? A
centralization of power In a Govern¬
ment Is fit only to enervate the nation
in which It exists. New Unglaml
p.hould be the last place where such a
centralization should he attempted."

In concluding, he asserted that the
men who seek to break down State
lines and to destroy the constitutional
rights of the States are "political,
dreamers." Quoting Chiof Justice Mar¬
shall, he said: "No political dreamer
would ever be wild enough to think ot
breaking down the lines whlcn separate
the States and of compounding the
American people into one- common
mass."

This, mark you, is the voice of the
head of a great law school in one of
the leading American unlv-irsi;ies.the
plea of one who formulates tho polltl-
cal opinions of hundreds of young
American citizens. Yet It Is not strange
that under the elms of New Haven
there should walk one who has Bereite
faith In the power of tho States and
who distrusts the ability of the Fed¬
eral Government to tak9 over tho af¬
fairs of IS States. In the blooming of
his manhood, melancholy, quiet,
thoughtful, the greatest apostle, of
Stater, rights who over lived, Calhoun.
took thought of the morrow of the
nation as he studied tho principles of
constitutional government m the
academic groves of Yale,

Congratulations to tho Bristol Herald-
Courier on Its "Boosting Bristol"
edition. This special number was a
credit to the paper which issued it, to
Bristol and to tho Old Dominion. Fully
and convincingly it sot forth the ad¬
vantages of Bristol In many directions
and It will do much toward advertising
Bristol all over the country.

The Fa'rmvllle Herald seems to have
sized up the, situation at the Demo¬
cratic love feast at Baltimore, saying:
At the Baltimore banquet all "pent

up" eloquence remained uncorked, hut
not so with tho champagne.
Quito so. This is the full story of

that event.

The Augusta Herald sagely .says:
"Most things called luck arc only Hard
work, aftor all."

Daily Queries and Answers
Address all communications for this column to Query Editor.

Times-Dispatch. No mathematical problems will be solved, no
coins or stamps valued and no dealers' names Trill be given.

Coin Question.
Some one told me some time ago

that you could tell me what a half-
cent piece would he. worth now. I have
two half-cent pieces, one made in 1805
and the other in 1S03. If it won't ho
any trouble to von, will you lot moknow? SUFFOLK.Wo do not answer questions of this
sort.

Autograph* of Vlrfflnln t^ovcmar*.Can you toll me where I would heable to secure lottcrs'contalnlng .signa¬tures of the lollowlng ex-GÖvbrnöra olVirginia: Gilbert O. Walkor. Kemper,llolladay. pierpont and Wölls?
WlL.'.IAMHBUP»«.Tho only sources outside of the fam'-llos or near relatives of tho.s? esr-Goyrernors aro the rcgulnr autograph deal¬

ers, who might have them. Send srlf-addressed postal for address of dealers.

ON FRIENDLY TERMS
WITH HOLY FATHER

BY LA MAnai'ISE DB FOXTEXOY.
ALTHOUGH King George main¬

tains, like his father ami grand¬mother before him. friendly in¬
tercourse with ihe Papacy, by

means of special embassies, and will
welcome one of the latter to his court,
on the occasion of his coronation next
summer, yet, In deference to popularsentiment, he still refrains from ex¬
changing good wishes with the HolyFather on the occasion of the new year.All tho Homan Catholic sovereigns are
accustomed to personally telegraphtheir good wishes on tho tirst day of the
year to the Pontiff, headed by the
venerable Emperor of Austria. And
among the non-Catholics who followtheir example are the Kaiser at Ber-lin, the Kings of Sweden and of Nor-
way, both of whom aro Protestants.;the Sultan of Turkey and the Czar.
But the King of Great Britain, likehis brother monarchs of Servia, Italy

and Denmark, feels it necessary torefrain from paying this complimentto the bend of the Roman CatholicChurch, His example in the matter isfollowed by tho Shah of Persia, the
Emperors of Ciiina and Japan and bythe King of Slam; while the Pres¬ident of the United States, like thePresident of Mexico, the President of
Switzerland and the President of theFrench republic, all of them refrainfrom including the Holy Fathsr amongthe other sovereigns with whom theyexchange New Year greetings.

No member of the Imperial familyof Russia, with the possible exceptionof the Czar himself, has been the sub¬ject of more fanciful stories than Grand
Duke Sergius Michaelalovitch. whose
name has been connected In the cable
dispatchos with the seizure of the
papers and of the jewelry cases, but
not the Jewels, of the premier dansouseof the imperial ballet at St. Petersburg,Mile. Krzosinska. He is tho youngestson of the late Grand Duke MichaelNlcholalovltch, and one of his brothers
is married to the Emperor's eldest
sister, Xenia, while still another
brother, Michael by name, marriedmörganatically Countess Merenberg,and makes his homo partly In England,where ho has a beautiful country seat
In the neighborhood of London, and
partly In the south of France.
Neither of these two brothers is

on very friendly terms with the Em¬
peror, and Sergius himself has fre¬
quently been In the monarch's bad
books. Thus, as Inspector-General of
Artillery and as commander of the
Artillery of the Guard at St. Peters¬
burg, ho was subjected to a good deal
of criticism when, In 1905, the salutes
on the occasion of the blessing of the
waters of tho Neva by the Emperor
were fired with heavily loaded instead
of blank charges, tho Imperial partyescaping injury owing to tho fact that
tho guns had been aimed too high.Of course no one ventured to suggestthat the grand duke had wished to
murder his cousin. Nor was it found
possihle to discover any proof that
loaded cartridges had been intentional¬
ly substituted for blank cartridges in
loading the saluting guns. But he
was blamed for the thorough disorgan¬ization, and lack of discipline in tho
artillery which had rendered possibleso extraordinary an accident.one
which kept the Emperor from attend¬
ing the ceremony of the blessing ofthe waters of the Neva in public untilthis year.
Some time afterwards thero was anofficial report of an attempt upon thelifo of the grand duke, at St. Peters¬burg. On inquiry It turned out thatthe perpetrators were not Revolution¬ists, but his own servants, who hadstretched a beam acrosB the dark road

of tho park of his suburban palaceof Strclna, with the object of wreck¬ing Ihn automobile in which ho wasreturning from a visit to tho ballerinaKrzosinska; that is to say, the lady
mentioned in last Sunday's cable dis¬patches, and who was- then, as now,the object of Ills infatuation.
As a general rule, tho grand duke,with the usual disregard of the youngerscions of tho reigning family for thelaws of tho land, drives his motor at

tin absolutely breakneck speed, andthere is little doubt that if ho had
t been goin^r ulonc the road in aucstion

at his usual pace, there would havebeen a terrible smash, with almost
certainty of fatal injury to the occu¬
pants of the machine. Fortunately forSergius; the gear of his automobil«
was out of order, and he was forced
to proceed so slowly that the damageby the collision with the beam was
comparatively slight. The servants
responsible for the attempt seem tohave been prompted thereto by their
indignation at the grand duke's ex¬
treme parsimony in dealing with them,
as contrasted with his boundless gener-

"

osity and openhandedness towards the
twenty-two servants composing tha
establishment of tho ballerina.
The latter has fpr the. last four or

five years been the most celebrated
premier danseuse in Europe. As sho
Is, moreover, a very beautiful woman,apd as witty and sunny tempered asshe is comely. It Is not astonishing thatshe should be a general favorite; andshe has been to such a degree over¬
whelmed with gifts, that her fortune
in jewels and money is estimated atabout $6.000.000.
At tho very same time that this was

taking place at St. Petersburg, the
entire foreign press was endeavoringto Identify Grand Duke Sergius witti
a particularly pious Roman Catholicpriest of Russian birth, who had justsuccumbed to consumption at Gales,
one of the best known health resortsIn Austria. It was alleged that tho
grand duke had contracted about ten
years previously a marriage In France,
or in Italy, with the Princess Mercedesde Beaulleu (although there is no suchtitle In the Almanaeh de Gotha), and
was thereupon banished by the Czar,and deprived of his military dignities,for having married without his con¬
sent. It was further claimed thathe then took the name of Count
Ralelsis, and that after the very sud¬den death of his wife at Nice, he notonly became a convert to her church,namely, the Roman Catholic, hut like¬
wise entered, holy orders, which, it
was added, served to embitter the im¬perial family more than ever againsthim, and precluded his ever returningto Russia.
There was of course not one wordof truth in this. Grand Duke Sergiusbeing one of the gayest and leastsaintly of all the members of thereigning house of Russia.
The object In seizing the papers andthe jewelry cases of the premieredarisctise lust week, was in order toascertain whether there Is any truthin the charges made that she hadpermitted herself to bo bribed, bymoans of jewels and money, by theagents of the great ordnance lirms inGermany. France and England, to useher influence with her friend, the.grand duke, to obtain for them, inhis capacity as Inspector-General ofArtillery, contracts of a disadvanta¬geous character to Russia.'Charges such as those have beenbrought aginst almost every grandiduke, and have seldom, If ever, beenbrought home to the accused, the in¬vestigation generally ending In thediscovery that the grafter had beensome unworthy member of their en¬tourage, who has endeavored to shieldhimself at his master's expense. GrandDuke Sergius's father, old Grand DnkoMichael, was perhaps the richest mem¬ber of the reigning house of Russia,while his mother, too, a Princess ofBaden, had an immense fortune in herown right. Grand Duke Sergius is,therefore, very wealthy, and having nofamily to maintain, does not need inany way to graft in order to fill hispurse.
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